
Teachers: Emma, Charlotte and Emily                                                                                          Topic: New Adventures
EYFS Links Covered/ Learning Objectives/ Key Texts

Key Activities/ Assessment 
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7

Personal, social, 
emotional 

development

Setting up routines/     
boundaries:
• Timetable
• Class rules
• Lining up
• Table spaces
• Carpet spaces
• Drink station
• Toileting
• Playground rules
• Noise levels
• Tidying rules
• Uniform
• Trays/ work
• Pegs

Continue to settle/develop 
routines/ boundaries

Focus on friendship

Focus groups- small group 
discussions around starting 

school

Continue to 
settle/develop routines/ 

boundaries

Focus on sharing

Focus groups- Sharing 
verses turn taking 

Continue to 
settle/develop routines/ 

boundaries

Focus groups- Worries 
and how to support them 

Continue to 
settle/develop 

routines/ 
boundaries

Focus groups-
Following other’s 

ideas/ how to play 
collaboratively 

Continue to 
settle/develop 

routines/ boundaries

Focus groups- What 
makes us special 

Continue to settle/develop 
routines/ boundaries

Focus groups- What makes us 
special

Physical 
Development

Gross motor assessment 
outside:
• Safety awareness/ risk 

management
• Moving in a variety of 

ways
• Landing safely
• Confidence

Fine motor assessment 
including grip, dominant hand, 
writing level 

Help individual children to 
develop good personal 
hygiene. – snack time

Gross motor assessment 
outside:
• Safety awareness/ risk 

management
• Moving in a variety of 

ways
• Landing safely
• Confidence

Fine motor assessment 
including grip, dominant hand, 
writing level 

Snack time

Cooperation games 
including parachute 
games.

Climbing using the 
outdoor equipment

Following instructions 
outdoors- able to use 
and remember 
sequences and patterns 
of movement

Develop their 
movement, balancing, 
riding
(scooters, trikes and 
bikes) and ball skills.

Acknowledge and praise 
their efforts. 

Different ways of moving 
to be explored with 
children- Match their 
developing physical skills 
to tasks and activities
in the setting. For 
example, they decide 
whether to crawl,
walk or run across a 
plank, depending on its 
length and width

Develop their movement, 
balancing, riding
(scooters, trikes and 
bikes) and ball skills.

Acknowledge and praise 
their efforts. 

Different ways of 
moving to be 
explored with 
children- Match 
their developing 
physical skills to 
tasks and activities
in the setting. For 
example, they 
decide whether to 
crawl,
walk or run across a 
plank, depending on 
its length and width

Develop their 
movement, 
balancing, riding
(scooters, trikes and 
bikes) and ball skills.

Acknowledge and 
praise their efforts. 

Different ways of moving 
to be explored with 
children- Match their 
developing physical skills 
to tasks and activities
in the setting. For 
example, they decide 
whether to crawl,
walk or run across a plank, 
depending on its length 
and width

Develop their movement, 
balancing, riding
(scooters, trikes and bikes) 
and ball skills.

Acknowledge and praise 
their efforts. 

Different ways of moving to
be explored with children-
Match their developing 
physical skills to tasks and 
activities
in the setting. For example, 
they decide whether to 
crawl,
walk or run across a plank, 
depending on its length and 
width

Develop their movement, 
balancing, riding
(scooters, trikes and bikes) 
and ball skills.

Acknowledge and praise 
their efforts. 

Indoor Provision:

Support to develop/ use correct grip and polarity

Check ability to put on own hats, scarves, gloves, coats and do up own zips

Connecting and bridging construction

Moving safely up and down stairs

Drawing simple people independently and letter type shapes (name writing)

Uses simple tools to make snips- learning to use scissors and other tools in all key areas 
(Explicit teaching by staff)

Outdoor provision:

Provision:

Baseline assessments to be completed 

Discussing safety outside- Setting up rules for:
• Climbing frame
• Bikes
• Garden
• Water and sand
• Sticks (no fighting)

Planning of the outside area with the children- outside area to develop with the interests and ideas of 
the children in the setting

Fine motor activities to be set up daily in Reception 

Communication 
and Language 

Language sample- Assessment

Developing routines and 
boundaries- focus on 
developing language linked to 
routines

What did you do in the 
holiday’s activity

Language sample- Assessment 

Asking for help

Modelling of routine-based 
language within the setting 

Debating with friends during 
snack time

Teaching key songs linked to 
routines
(Days of the week, months of 
the year, hello song, number 
songs, weather song)

Language sample-
Assessment

Teaching key songs 
linked to routines
(Days of the week, 
months of the year, 
hello song, number 
songs, weather song)

Teaching key songs 
linked to routines
(Days of the week, 
months of the year, 
hello song, number 
songs, weather song)

Question understanding 
activities (Focus across 
the setting)

Question asking activities 
(Focus across the setting)

Increased focus on social 
phrases linked to sharing/ 
taking turns

Modelling of language to 
organise play ideas 
(adults stepping in and 
facilitating if 
disagreements are arising 
or if children are finding 
it tricky to join in within 
play sequences)

Likes and dislikes 
discussion 
(Focussing on 
adventures- looking 
at further literacy 
topics)

Modelling of 
language to organise 
play ideas (adults 
stepping in and 
facilitating if 
disagreements are 
arising or if children 
are finding it tricky 
to join in within play 
sequences)

Teaching key songs 
linked to routines
(Days of the week, 
months of the year, 
hello song, number 
songs, weather 
song)

Question asking activities 
(Focus across the setting)

Modelling of language to 
organise play ideas (adults 
stepping in and facilitating 
if disagreements are 
arising or if children are 
finding it tricky to join in 
within play sequences)

Question asking activities 
(Focus across the setting)

Modelling of language to 
organise play ideas (adults 
stepping in and facilitating 
if disagreements are arising 
or if children are finding it 
tricky to join in within play 
sequences)

Assess language skills and discuss with families/ refer to SaLT if concerned

Develop social phrases to help at school

Learn rhymes, poems and songs

Sticks to a theme/ intention within talking

Understand a question or instruction that has
two parts, such as: “Get your coat and wait at
the door”.

Be able to express a point of view and to debate
when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using
words as well as actions.

Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and
continue it for many turns.

Use talk to organise themselves and their
play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there...
I’ll be the driver.”

Fluent communicators in a range of situations (approximately 4-6 words together)

Asks for clarification when they have not understood

Introduces story/ narrative within play

Developing new vocabulary daily

Developing understanding of how to listen and why listening is important (Good looking, 
listening, sitting prompts/ reception expectations introduced)

Use social phrases e.g. “hello, how are you?”

Develop use of basic WH questions
Learn rhymes and songs

Model use of a range of sentence starters to build up range of sentence structures used 
(I, he, she, they, we focus- starting school, a, the)

Look at Progression of Language Structures and focus on key structures depending on 
learning opportunities that arise in the term (linked to children’s interests, core themes, 
books)

Provision:

Full sentences expected by all staff within the setting

Setting up of routines/ boundaries- staff modelling social phrases

Practicing WH questions (using Colourful semantics)

Language repeated and modelled by all staff

Pre-teaching of book related vocabulary for key children (Intervention group) 

Vocabulary cards put up in key areas (linked to new topics or books)

Mathematics Baseline assessment Getting to know you Getting to know you Just Like Me Just Like Me Just Like Me It’s 1,2,3
Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually 
(‘subitising’).

Recite numbers past 5.

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.

Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in
total (‘cardinal principle’).

Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.

Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match 
the
numeral, up to 5.

Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.

Describe a familiar route.

Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’.

Provision:

Classifying: Shape sorter, compare bears, animal sorting, colour matching

Matching cards, teddy bears picnic (setting up the picnic ensuring each teddy has a plate, apple e.t.c),
puzzles

Subitising activity
Setting up tables for snack

Provision set up- All areas of the provision to include numbers

Set up mathematical opportunities within everyday routines:
1. Use of 10 frames- How many children are in today?
2. Counting up/ down within the date activity
3. Shape hunt in the room
4. Counting the numbers of children in areas, tidying up (numbers on pots, different sized pots,

pans, various sized items

Literacy Weeks 1 and 2
Book: Paddington 
Complete CLL baselines

Set up routines/ expectations

1: Discussing being somewhere 
new/ lost

Activity: Name writing/ first 
portrait (Designing own 
luggage tag to hang in 
classroom)

2. Draw Paddington- discuss 
shapes used to create bear, 
copying name

3. Discussing what Paddington 
would need for school-

Activity-Design a suitcase-
Focus on letter type shapes (All 
copy and then create own)
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4 and 5. Snack bar creation-
discussing likes/ dislikes 

Activity: Creating own snack 
area in the EYFS (Labels, 
pictures e.t.c)/ learning 

Book: Bear Hunt

1. Response to illustration

*General knowledge discussion/ What do we want to 
find out?
*Story book title reveal

child scribes ideas HA)

2. What would you take on an adventure?

Activity- Writing packing lists

3. Maps- exploring maps and their uses

Activity- Creating a map for the girl to use on her 
adventure

4. Jungle animal discussion

Activity- Writing a list of animals you may find in the 
jungle (with a drawing)

5. Creation of whole class display- different children 
given different tasks linked to the story 

Book: Non fiction texts-
Bears

Write our own non-
fiction bear book

Thinking of and 
answering questions

Book: How to Find a 
Fruit Bat

1. Response to 
illustration

*General knowledge 
discussion/ What do 
we want to find out?
*Story book title 
reveal

Activity- *Bat books
*Pictures of bats 
with magnifying 
glasses
*Island scape (small 
world)- pictures of 
islands (One child 
scribes ideas HA)

2. What would you 
take on an 
adventure?

Activity- Writing 
packing lists

3. Maps- exploring 
maps and their uses

Activity- Creating a 
map for the girl to 
use on her 
adventure

4. Jungle animal 
discussion

Activity- Writing a 
list of animals you 
may find in the 
jungle (with a 
drawing)

5. Creation of whole 
class display-
different children 
given different tasks 
linked to the story 

Book: How to Find a Fruit 
Bat

1. Fruit tasting

Activity- Likes and dislikes 
discussion and writing

2.-5 Learning story map 
and acting out

Small group writing:

LA- Labelling key pictures

MA-Labelling and writing 
a sentence (highly 
supported)

HA- Writing a sentence 
linked to a picture in the 
story e.g.

The bat is big (using 
phonic knowledge)

Book: Look Up!

1. Response to illustration

*General knowledge 
discussion/ What do we 
want to find out?

*Story book title reveal

Activity- If you could travel 
anywhere, where would 
you go? (Drawing task)

2. What do you need to 
take?

Discussion of fiction vs non-
fiction texts (Mae 
Jemerson)

Activity- List writing

2.-5 Learning story map 
and acting out

Small group writing:

LA- Labelling key pictures

MA-Labelling and writing a 
sentence (highly 
supported)

HA- Writing a sentence 
linked to a picture in the 
story e.g.

The hat is red (using phonic 
knowledge)

Chi ldren  wi l l  be experimenting with m ark - m a k i n g and writing patterns in a range of 
mediums.

They will begin to develop a dominant hand and work towards a tripod grip.

Children will start to give meaning to marks and labels.

Writing initial sounds
and simple captions.

Use initial sounds to label characters / images.

Children will begin to write letters from their names.
Name writing practice.

Provision ideas/ extensions (Linked to other areas of the 
EYFS):

Paddington:
*Making Paddington masks
*London books/ photos
*Counting bears
*Making welcome cards for Paddington
*Painting bears
*Discussing own holidays/ adventures
How to Find a Fruit Bat:
*Making small fact books about bats/ the journey
*Loose object- creating small scale island or big boat
*Fruit tasting/ smelling (adult facilitated)
*Story may creation/ map making- where does she go on 
the island?
*Boat planning
*Making boats- box modelling/ larger scale making 
outside
*Drama- re-enactment of story with props
*Drawing pictures to sounds
*Making animal masks

Phonics (ELS) Complete CLL baselines
Assess all children for sound 
knowledge (Set 1 taught in 
nursery and group accordingly)
Introduce and practise silent 
signals:
*Team stop
*MTYT
*TTYP
*1,2,3 signal

Play blending games in the 
setting

Complete CLL baselines
Assess all children for sound 
knowledge (Set 1 taught in 
nursery and group 
accordingly)
Introduce and practise silent 
signals:
*Team stop
*MTYT
*TTYP
*1,2,3 signal

Play blending games in the 
setting

Whole class- 10 mins a day:
*Teach reading: s, a, t, p
*Small groups- 10 minutes a 
day per group:
*Teach letter formation: s, 
a, t, p
Play blending games in the 
setting

Whole class- 5 mins a 
day:
*Teach reading: i, n, m, d
*Small groups- 15 
minutes a day per group:
*Teach letter formation: 
I, n, m, d
*Play blending games 

Whole class- 5 mins 
a day:
*Teach reading: g, o, 
c
*Small groups- 15 
minutes a day per 
group:
*Teach letter 
formation:  g, o, c
*Learning to blend 

Whole class- 5 mins a day:
*Teach reading: k, e, u, r
*Small groups- 15 minutes 
a day per group:
*Teach letter formation: 
k, e, u, r
*Learning to blend 

Children grouped by 
progress- 20 minutes
*Teach reading: ss (Ax 
week)
*Teach letter formation: ss
*Learning to blend/ 
blending independently 

Understanding of 
the World

Identifying their family. 

Commenting on photos of
their family; naming who
they can see and of what
relation they are to them.

Can talk about what they do 
with their family and places 
they have been with their 
family. 

Can draw similarities and make 
comparisons between other 
families. 

Name and describe people 
who are familiar to them.

Talk about members of their 
immediate family and
community.

Listen out for and make note of
children’ s discussion 
between themselves regarding
their experience of past 
birthday celebrations.
Long ago – How time has
changed.

Autumn

Commenting on photos of
their family; naming who
they can see and of what
relation they are to them.

Can talk about what they do 
with their family and places 
they have been with their 
family. 

Can draw similarities and 
make comparisons between 
other families. 

Name and describe people 
who are familiar to them.

Autumn

Navigating around our 
classroom and outdoor 
areas. Create treasure hunts
to find places/ objects 
within our learning
environment.

Listen out for and make 
note of children’ s
discussion between 
themselves regarding their
experience of past birthday

Learning about bears and 
different habitats

Hibernating

Navigating around our 
classroom and outdoor 
areas. Create treasure 
hunts to find places/ 
objects within our
learning environment.

Read fictional stories 
about families and start 
to tell the difference
between real and fiction. 
(Bear Texts)

Autumn

Navigating around 
our classroom and
outdoor areas. 
Create treasure 
hunts to find places/ 
objects within our
learning
environment.

Listen out for and 
make note of
children’ s
discussion 
between 
themselves
regarding their
experience of past 
birthday

Explore a range of 
jungle animals.
Learn their names 
and label their
body parts

Nocturnal Animals 

Autumn 

Map reading

Encourage the children to 
use navigational language.

Explore a range of jungle 
animals. Learn their 
names and label their
body parts

Nocturnal Animals 

Autumn

Space

Black History Month

Looking at non-fiction texts

Encourage the children to 
use navigational language.

Listen out for and make 
note of children’ s
discussion between 
themselves regarding their
experience of past birthday

Maps of local area 
Comparing places on
Google Earth – how are 
they similar/ different?

Introduce the children to
NASA

Expressive Arts Self portraits (Pencil drawings) Friend drawings-Pens

A look at Picasso- shape, 
form and style

Making the scenes of the 
Bear hunt

Re-enacting the Bear Hunt 
story

Self portraits - pastels

A look at Frida Kahlo- shape, 
form and style

Self portraits – pastels

Deconstructed role play

A look at Frida Kahlo-
shape, form and style 

Self portraits -
charcoal

A look at Van Gogh-
shape, form and 
style 

Deconstructed role 
play

Friend portraits- paint

Children ‘pose’ their 
friends and paint them 
(using the easel)

Deconstructed role play

Self portraits - chalk

A look at Van Gogh- shape, 
form and style 

Content Grid          Term: Autumn 1                        Year: Reception


